
 Eastleigh Borough Council 
 
  

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Monday 26 November 2012 

CONSULTATION ON THE REVISED PROPOSALS TO SUGGESTED 
REVISIONS OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES  
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RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee considers the revised consultation proposals 
on changes to parliamentary constituency boundaries and submits its views 
accordingly. 
 

Summary 
 
The Committee is invited to consider and respond to the revised consultation proposals for 
new parliamentary constituency boundaries. 

Statutory Powers 
 
Local Government Acts 1972, 1989 and 2000. 

 

Introduction 

1. On 16 October 2012, the Boundary Commission for England published 
revised proposals for new parliamentary constituency boundaries in England.  
The consultation runs until 10 December 2012. 

2. Members will recall that the Committee considered the initial proposals back 
in November 2011.  The review was carried out after Parliament decided that 
there should be a reduction in the number of constituencies across the UK, 
and that there should be a similar number of electors in each constituency 
(every constituency to have an electorate (as at the review date) that is no 
less than 95% and no more than 105% of the UK electoral quota of 76,641 
electors).  The number of constituencies was to be reduced from 533 to 502.  

3. In terms of proposals for this area, Members expressed concern at the time at 
the suggestion that the current Eastleigh parliamentary constituency should 
be split into two constituencies: a revised Eastleigh Constituency; and a new 
seat of Hedge End and Hamble-le-Rice. The revised Eastleigh seat was to 
include the Eastleigh Borough Council (EBC) wards of Eastleigh North, South, 
Central, Bishopstoke East and West, Fair Oak and Horton Heath, and West 
End North, as well as taking on Chandler’s Ford East and West, and 
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Hiltingbury East and West from the current Winchester constituency. In 
addition, three wards from Test Valley Borough, and one from the City of 
Southampton, would have been added to the new Eastleigh seat. The new 
seat of Hedge End and Hamble-le-Rice would contain the EBC wards of 
Botley, Hedge End Wildern, Grange Park, St Johns, West End South, 
Hamble-le-Rice and Butlocks Heath, Bursledon and Old Netley, and Netley 
Abbey. Added to these wards, there would be five wards from the borough of 
Fareham, and one ward from the City of Southampton. 

4. Members were also concerned that these proposals would divide the Borough 
in two, creating two constituencies spread out over several local authorities 
with the new Eastleigh seat crossing three local authorities (Eastleigh, 
Southampton and Test Valley). Hedge End and Hamble-le-Rice seat also 
crossed three local authorities (Eastleigh, Fareham and Southampton).  
Significantly, it would split West End North from West End South, ignoring 
Parish boundaries and local community ties and leave the City of 
Southampton with four different MPs representing different parts of the city. 

5. Members were worried that the proposals ignored long-standing distinct 
community identities within this Borough, dividing the southern parishes of this 
Borough that have been grouped together in the same constituency since 
1983. It also included areas within the same constituency with no common 
links or community ties.  

6. The Committee’s concerns to these initial proposals were duly forwarded to 
the Boundary Commission as part of the consultation process. 

7. The Boundary Commission has now published its revised proposals and the 
Committee’s comments are again sought thereon.  

Revised consultation 

8. Following a wide-ranging set of consultation responses, a significantly 
different proposal has now been put forward for Eastleigh.  What is now 
proposed is for all Borough wards to come under the Eastleigh Constituency, 
with the exception of the four Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury wards which 
would fall within a re-instated Romsey Constituency.  This is, of course, not 
that dissimilar to current and previous arrangements; currently the four  
Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury wards come under the Winchester 
Constituency and, prior to that, half of Chandler’s Ford and all of Hiltingbury 
came under the then Romsey Constituency. 

9. In addition to southern Test Valley Borough Council wards and the Chandler’s 
Ford and Hiltingbury wards, the new Romsey Constituency would also include 
the Bassett ward from Southampton, making a total electorate of 80,355.  The 
Eastleigh Constituency’s electorate currently stands at 78,313. 

What is now proposed 

10. Full revised South East proposals can be accessed at 
http://consultation.boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/ .  It 
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remains that a total of 17 constituencies have been assigned to this sub-
region, a reduction of one from the current arrangement. 

Financial Implications 

11. There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

Risk Assessment 

12. There are no risk implications arising from this report. 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

13. Members may wish to consider whether there are any accessibility issues 
arising from what is proposed in the BCE’s revised consultation.  

Conclusion 

14. The Committee is invited to consider the consultation proposals and submit its 
views. 

RICHARD WARD 
Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

 
Date: 1 November 2012 
Contact Officer: Jon Brown 
Tel No: 023 8068 8124 
e-mail: jon.k.brown@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Appendices Attached: None 
 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report. This list does not include any published works 
or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information. 

None 

 


